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Sir: 

The Office Action mailed January 14, 2005, has been carefully considered. In 
response thereto, and pursuant to MPEP § 710.06, the Applicant respectfully submits that 
the Office Action does not adequately inform the Applicant of the reasons for rejection. 
Therefore, the Applicant respectfully requests that a new Office Action be prepared and 
mailed, addressing the issues noted below, and that the time period for response be 
restarted to begin with the mailing date of any such new Office Action. 

The Office Action includes several grounds of rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
over Imazuka (U.S. Patent No. 6,712,267) in view of Slavin et al and further in view of 
Imazuka et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,712,267). See, for example, item 3 beginning on page 6 
of the Office Action. That is, the second secondary reference is the same as the primary 


reference. 
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The rationale given for such a ground of rejection is set forth, e.g., in the first two 
paragraphs of page 7 of the Office Action. That is, Imazuka in view of Slavin et al fails 
to teach certain limitations of the present claims, but Imazuka itself is cited to supply the 
missing teaching. 

In other words, the Office Action asserts that Imazuka somehow overcomes a 
deficiency in itself. Since that is not logically possible, the Office Action does not put the 
Applicant on notice of the reason for the rejection. 

Accordingly, the Applicant respectfully requests a new Office Action, clarifying 
the above matters, with a restarted time period for response. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Reg. No. 28,419 

Customer No. 27557 
BLANK ROME LLP 
Watergate 600, 11 th Floor 
600 New Hampshire Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037-2485 
Telephone 202-772-5836 
Facsimile 202-572-1436 


Date: February 14, 2005 
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